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First presented at an interdisciplinary conference on wilderness and civilization in Colorado during 1989, this collection of essays is intended to reach a general audience.
In one of these essays, "The Etiquette of Freedom", the poet Gary Snyder, author of TURTLE ISLAND and other books, presents, with exquisite sensitivity to language, the many meanings of "wild," "wilderness," "nature," and "natural," along with the positive and negative feelings these terms evoke. This essay is one of the best in the collection. In comparison with those in another collection, LEARNING TO LISTEN TO THE LAND, edited by Bill Willers and published by this same nonprofit press, the essays in THE WILDERNESS CONDITION make strong demands on the reader. In particular, the layperson may find some of the essays by philosophers heavy going. However, as a group they clarify fundamental viewpoints insightfully and most of them are quite accessible to the serious lay reader. Thus the book can be recommended for public libraries and strongly recommended for academic collections.
